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Kakiton. Here I cheer the Indians with some of their favourite 
drink, ‘chicha, which is neither more nor less than fermented 
liquor before it is distilled. I then walk on and reach Coban at 
half-past five o’clock. My companions and the Indians arrive 
at eight o’clock, and thus bring my last expedition in Guatemala 
to a conclusion. 


XV.—WNotes on the Birds of the Falkland Islands. By Captam 
C. C. ABBOTT, late in command of Detachments in the Falk- 
land Islands. 


THESE notes are the result of personal observations made during 
a residence of three years, from February 1858 to October 1860, 
at Stanley, the seat of government of the Falkland Islands, 
whilst I was in command of the detachments of troops stationed 
there. During this period I made frequent excursions into the 
interior of the island, both north and south, and lost no oppor- 
tunity of collecting specimens myself, and of obtaining informa- 
tion relating to the birds and other objects of natural history 
by every means in my power. I also sent home a large number 
of skins and eggs, which have now found their way into the 
different Museums of Europe. 


1. CATHARTES AURA (Linn.)*. (Turkey Buzzard.) 

Turkey Buzzards are very common in East Falkland, remain- 
ing the whole year round and breeding. They lay their eggs, 
two in number (but sometimes three), under a high bank 
amongst bushes, or on the top of a dead balsam log, without 
constructing any sort of nest. The time of their laying is 
about the first week in November. I have remarked that the 
young birds of the first year have the bare space on the head 
and neck of a bluish colour, as also the feet. In the mature 
bird these are both pink. These birds go in pairs the whole 
year round, though of course any dead carcase will bring many 
of them together. 


* The scientific names here given are those adopted by Mr. Sclater in 
his “ Catalogue of the Birds of the Falkland Islands ” (Proc. Zool. Soe. 
1860, p.382, and 1861, Feb. 12th). The English names, added in paren- 
theses, are those employed by the colonists for the species known to them. 
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2. Mitvaco austraxis (Gmel.). (Johnny Rook.) 

This is one of the commonest birds in East Falkland. One 
or two of their nests are sure to be found near a Penguin- 
rookery. During an expedition which I made to the North 
Camp, in December 1860, I found at least fifteen nests along 
the cliffs of the north shore. All these had two young ones in 
them covered with down of a light-yellow colour. The nest is 
generally composed of the dead fibres of the Tussac-grass, and 
frequently has some sheep’s wool in it. The eggs are laid in 
the first week in November, and are generally two, sometimes 
three, in number. In a nest that I once robbed of three eggs, 
on going to it again about a week later, I was surprised to find 
two more laid, one of which was a very light-coloured one. 
Mr. Darwin has well described the bold habits of this bird, 
though he appears to be in error in supposing that they only 
breed on the adjoining islets. I once had my cap knocked off 
by this bird while taking its eggs, and had it not been for a 
friendly piece of Tussac growing near, I should have fallen into 
the sea from the perpendicular cliff where the nest was situated. 
Another curious incident occurred to me with reference to this 
bird at Hope Place. On going to take the eggs out of a nest 
situated on a dead Tussac-root, I heard a rustling at my feet, 
and on looking down I saw a Loggerhead Duck (Micropterus 
cinereus) vacating her nest. This had evidently been formed 
out of the fallen particles of the previous year’s nest of the 
Milvago leucurus. The Duck left five eggs and a young one in 
her nest, which seemed to me at the time to have been placed 
in a most singular situation ; but I afterwards recollected that 
the Loggerhead had chosen her position first (laying im Sep- 
tember), and could not have known at the time that she was 
likely to have such dangerous neighbours. The Milvago, although 
bold in some respects, is in others a great coward, and will 
never attack any other bird except the latter be wounded. I 
have seen the Black Oyster-catcher drive it away from its eggs. 

On one occasion I shot one of these birds for a specimen, and, 
while it was lying on the ground wounded, another came down 
and would have killed and eaten it before my eyes had I not 
interfered. The young birds of this species never get their full 
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plumage till the second year: their beak and feet, which in the 
old birds are yellow, are of a slaty colour, and their feathers 
are also of a more sombre hue, and have no white about them. 


3. Burro rrytHRONotUS (King). 

It is not generally known that only the female of this bird 
has the deep-red back, whence Captain King chose his name 
for the species. The back of the male, which is considerably 
smaller than the female, is of a slaty blue. The young birds 
are of a mottled brown, with arrow-headed marks on the upper 
part of the breast. 

This Buzzard, which is common in East Falkland, lays two 
(though sometimes three) eggs. The nest, which is generally 
situated on a cliff near the shore, or high rocks in the camp, 
is composed of the dry sticks of the two Falkland-Island bushes, 
with generally a piece of dry grass on the top, and the nests 
appear to be built up higher every year. A singular nest, 
which I saw at Salvador Bay, was built in the open camp, on a 
small bush, and was, I should think, 5 feet high from the ground. 
The eggs are laid about the beginning of October, although I 
have taken a single egg in September. In those parts of the 
island where there are many wild rabbits these birds are much 
more plentiful than elsewhere, rabbits being their principal food. 


4. Burro votiosoma (Q. & G.): B. varius, Gould. 

I have three times taken the nest of this bird, the young of 
which has been described as a new species by Mr. Gould. As 
neither the male nor the female, when adult, have any white on 
their breasts, and in this respect differ completely from Buteo 
erythronotus, there cannot be a doubt of its being a good species. 
This Buzzard also builds invariably on the sea-shore, laying two, 
and occasionally three eggs. Its nest is composed of sticks, and 
the time of laying is the beginning of October. I once had 
considerable difficulty in robbing the nest of this bird. I found 
a nest at Eagle Point, and not expecting to have any trouble in 
procuring the eggs, I shot the old bird. When I came to climb 
the cliff, I found the nest was situated in a precipitous place 
completely overhanging the sea, and about ten feet below me, so 
that, having no means of reaching it, I was obliged to return to 
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camp minus my eggs. On my return next day with an old tin 
pot, some string, and two ramrods belonging to my friends, I 
was glad to find the eggs still there, not having been eaten by 
the Johnny Rooks, as I had rather expected. I tied the three 
ramrods together and attached to them the tin pot. Thus I was 
able to reach the eggs; but, unfortunately, after one or two 
attempts to fish them up, the bottom ramrod became disengaged 
and stuck in the nest, leaving me without any means of obtain- 
ing them. Being determined not to be beaten, I started off 
next time from the camp (three miles from the nest) with a 
large boathook, a tin pot, and a lasso, and this time, having a 
friend to assist me (for although I could lower the boathook 
into the nest, I could not see, from the position I was in, when 
I had an egg in the pot), I got all the three eggs, one after the 
other, and returned at last, pleased with my success. 


5. CIRCUS CINEREUS, Vieill. 

I have never found the nest of this bird in East Falkland, but 
that they breed there is certain, as they occur the whole year 
round: they are, however, far from plentiful. I fancy they may 
breed on the contiguous islands. I have observed young birds 
of this species follow me out rabbit-hunting, and I have seen 
them swoop at a rabbit, but I never saw them kill one. One of 
these Harriers was shot near Stanley whilst endeavouring to 
carry away a fowl. They are bold for their size, and very swift 
in the air. The plumage of the young birds is of a mottled 
brown. 


6. Orus BracHyotus (Gmel.) (Owl.) 

This is a scarce bird in East Falkland. It breeds in the 
long grass, as I have been informed, but I never found a nest. 
At Port Louis this species comes about near the houses at night 
in quest of mice, but I have never seen them near the town of 
Stanley. 


7. TURDUS FALKLANDICUS, Quoy et Gaim. (Common Thrush.) 
This bird is generally found among the rocks of the moun- 
tains, though sometimes frequenting the gardens in Stanley in 
search of grubs. I have found a Thrush’s nest as early as the 
19th of September. This was im a valley near Port Louis. The 
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nest, which was neatly formed, was composed of dry grass, and 
contained two eggs. I have also found the nest of this bird 
amongst the rocks. I do not believe that it ever lays more 
than two eggs. 


8. CistotHorus PLATENSIS (Gm.). (Wren.) 

How singular it is that this little bird should exist in such a 
place as the Falklands, where, if disturbed on a windy day, its 
power of flight is so weak that it is carried away by the wind! 
Whenever I wanted a specimen of this bird, I always followed it 
and knocked it down with my cap as it was creeping through 
the grass like a mouse. Ihave never been able to find its nest. 
This Wren must have a game scent, as my dog has sometimes 
pointed to it when after Snipe. 


9. ANTHUS CORRENDERA, Vieill. (Titlark.) 

I suppose that this bird leaves Hast Falkland about the end 
of April, after having finished breeding ; at any rate I have never 
in all my wanderings seen one of them later than this period of 
the year. They return to the vicinity of Stanley about Sep- 
tember, and breed in the beginning of October, laying threc 
eggs in an open cup-shaped nest at the root of the long grass. 


10. SturNELLA MILITARIS (Gm.). (Red-breasted Starling.) 

This Starling, which is very common in Hast Falkland, begins 
to breed in the first week in October. The nest is built amongst 
long grass or rushes. It is rather deep, but open at the top, and 
not domed over, and generally contains three eggs. This bird 
sits on a bush and sings very sweetly on a summer’s morning. 


11. PHRYGILUS MELANODERUS (Q. et G.). (Sparrow.) 

This bird, which is called ‘The Sparrow’ in East Falkland 
Island, is plentiful everywhere, summer and winter. It breeds 
in the latter end of September and beginning of October, laying 
three eggs in a nest situated under the shelter of a tuft of grass. 
In the winter the plumage of the male loses all its rich colour 
and assimilates to that of the female. Of the second so-called 
species of this genus, Phrygilus xanthogrammus, I know nothing, 
and I do not believe it different from the former. 

VOL. III, M 
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12. CHRYSOMITRIS MAGELLANICUS (Gm.). 

One of these little birds was killed in a garden near Stanley, 
out of a flock of five, m August 1860. The example is now in 
Mr. Sclater’s collection. This is the only instance I know of its 
occurrence in East Falkland, but it is said to be very common 
in Keppel Island. 


13. CINCLODES ANTARCTICUS (Garn.). 

This bird is not found except on the coast, and the only place 
I have ever met with it is in Kidney Cove, on the island called 
Kidney Island. Here it is very abundant, and breeds among 
the Tussac, but I have never seen the eggs or obtained the 
nest. I do not believe that there is any second species of this 
genus found in Kast Falkland, although Mr. Darwin states that 
Cinclodes patachonicus is “ common *” there. Nor have I ever 
seen or heard of any such bird as the Scytalopus magellanicus, 
also mentioned by Mr. Darwin. 


14. MUSCISAXICOLA MACLOVIANA (Garn.). (Wheatear.) 

This bird, which is not very common in Kast Falkland, is 
generally found near the shore. It is very much like a Wheat- 
ear (Saxicola) imn its habits. During the breeding season it 
resorts to the stone-runs, or watercourses, where it breeds, no 
doubt, though I have never found its nest. 


15. Curonis ALBA, Forst. (Kelp Pigeon.) 

Of this curious bird one or two are generally to be found on 
the rocks of the south shore, but it is more plentiful near the 
Penguins’ rookeries. Limpets and shell-fish seem to be its prin- 
cipal food, as far as my experience goes. In this respect its 
habits are very much like those of the Oyster-catcher. The 
sealers inform me that it breeds on New Island, near the 
Penguins, and lays white eggs. As I have seen these birds 
here all the year round, and never found their nests, I conclude 
that those that stay here during our summer are young birds. 

16. Arracis MALOUINUS (Bodd.). 

I shot an Attagis, probably of this species, on the beach at 
Mare Harbour, in the beginning of October 1859. It was the 
only one I ever saw. 


* Zool. Voy. Beagle, iii. p. 66. 
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17. Hoptoprerus cayanus (Lath.). Philomachus cayanus, 
Darwin, Zool. Voy. Beagle, in. p. 127. 

I obtained a single specimen of this Plover in 1860, and sent 
it to England. It was shot near Stanley; and another was seen 
a short time afterwards. 


18. Evpromias urvinui (Garn.). (Dotterel.) 

It may safely be said that this is a migratory bird in Hast 
Falkland. The Dotterels first appear in the beginning of Sep- 
tember, when the dry peat-banks in all parts of the island are 
covered with them. Their breast-plumage is then of a beautiful 
red. They lay the first week in October (as appears from my 
note-book), placing their eggs, which are two in number, on the 
dry moss, without making any nest. The eggs are so nearly 
the colour of the surrounding ground that one almost treads on 
them before seeing them. I have sometimes, however, found 
their eggs placed under the shelter of a bush. After the breed- 
ing season the bright colour on the breast of these birds fades 
away. In the month of February they commence to gather in 
flocks along the coast, and by the end of April disappear en- 
tirely, and do not return until the end of August or beginning 
of September of the following year. I have observed that these 
birds always leave their eggs when any one approaches and 
walk away, calling all the time. Of an afternoon, however, I 
have disturbed them off their nests: they appear then to sit 
more closely. 


19, ANGIALITES FALKLANDICcUS (Lath.). (Double-ringed 
Plover.) 

This Plover is a spring visitor, arriving about the beginning 
of September, and breeding shortly afterwards, although I have 
also found a nest with fresh eggs in it m October. The eggs, 
three in number, are generally laid on a bank at a short distance 
from the beach, without any nest, being merely deposited in a 
hole. 


- 20. Hamatopus ater, Vieill. (Black Oyster-catcher.) 

The Black Oyster-catcher remains in Kast Falkland the whoie 
year round, laying its eggs (two in number) in the beginning 
of November, just one month later than our other Oyster- 
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catcher (Hematopus leucopus). A hole, formed in the shingle 
just above high-water mark, generally on a point running out, 
1s its favourite nesting-place. 


21. Hamatopus teucopus, Garnot. (Black and White 
Oyster-catcher.) 

This Oyster-catcher is also common along the sea-coast, lay- 
ing its eggs in the beginning of October, sometimes on the sea- 
shore, but more frequently a little way inland, on a dry, sandy 
soil. The eggs are two in number, as with the other species ; 
and there is no attempt at a nest. 


22. Limosa uupsonica (Lath.). (Godwit or Jack-Snipe.) 

Flocks of this bird were seen at Mare Harbour in the month 
of May 1860. I shot two of them at Port Louis on the 20th 
of that month. Both of these birds had the red-barred breast, 
and this would therefore appear to be their winter-plumage, as 
those shot in the summer are white on the breast. I have never 
observed these Godwits during the winter months, and, when 
they have been here in summer, I have never seen or heard of 
their eggs bemg fouud. They are wary, and difficult to obtain 
by gunshot. 


23. NUMENIUS BREVIROSTRIS (Licht.). 

This Curlew is a straggler from the coast, of which a speci- 
men has been once,obtained by Captain Pack. I have never met 
with it. 


24, GALLINAGO MAGELLANICUS (King). (Snipe.) 

This Snipe generally appears in East Falkland about the 
middle of August, and lays very soon after arriving ; for I have 
had my dog point at them on the nest on the 1st of September, 
and I have taken two eggs on that day. In the nests of this 
bird I have never seen more than two eggs, although I have 
frequently found them, and I believe two is the complement. In 
March they mostly take their departure, although a few stragglers 
remain all the year round. They make their nests under a tuft 
of grass, of which material also the nest itself is composed. 


25. TRINGA BONAPARTII, Schlegel. (Sandpiper.) 
This little Sandpiper appears in the summer, and breeds in 
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East Falkland. I have seen the young ones, eae I haye 
never found the nest. _ pbn tirita ota den 185 
26. NYCTICORAX GARDENI (Jard.). (Night-Heron.) 

When I was at Hope Place, in December 1859, I went to see 
a breeding-place or rookery of these Herons. The places selected 
for laying were the tufts of grass near a freshwater pond, the 
whole of one side of which was covered with them. In some of 
the nests, which were composed of a few coarse sticks, were young 
ones half-grown ; in others, eggs (three in number), some hard 
sat upon, and some fresh. There could not have been less than 
a hundred pairs at this spot, and, as they seemed never to have 
been disturbed, they were very tame. Whether this bird re- 
mains with us during the winter I cannot say, never having 
been in the neighbourhoods which they frequent during that 
period of the year. 


27. PLATALEA AJAJA, Linn. 

A specimen of the Spoonbill was shot in a pond near Kidney 
Cove in July 1860. The bird was in poor condition. I also 
found the remnants of another specimen, in Whalebone Bay in 
the same year. 

28. FULICA CHLOROPOIDES, King? 

A Coot, probably of this species, was shot in Stanley Herbot 
and brought to me in the latter part of 1859. 


29. CHLOEPHAGA MAGELLANICA (Gm.). (Upland Goose.) 

This Goose is found abundantly everywhere in East Falkland. 
At Cow Bay, where the grass is short and sweet, Rabbits, Up- 
land Geese, and Jackass Penguins are so plentiful that the place 
is called “the Farm-yard.” The Upland Goose is easily domes- 
ticated, and very readily takes to eating corn. It breeds all over 
the country, as well as on the adjoining islets, and on this point 
Mr. Darwin seems to have made a mistake, unless the disap- 
pearance of the Fox from East Falkland has caused a change in 
its habits in this respect. 

These Geese sometimes lay in the long grass, and at other 
times in the bushes on the banks of streams. The nest is rudely 
formed of grass till the laying is completed, when the bottom is 
lined with down. ‘This is one way of telling whether the eggs 
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are sat upon or not. Owing to the gander generally stationing 
himself about one hundred yards from where the female is sit- 
ting, I used to think it was easy to find the nest; but I have 
sometimes walked about for nearly an hour before I could come 
upon the female, who never moves until she is almost trodden 
upon. A curious peculiarity of this bird is that, when they leave 
their nest, after laying, they cover it up with straw, and when 
they leave it after the eggs are sat upon, they cover it up with 
down. No doubt, in the latter case, this 1s done to keep the 
warmth in the eggs, and in the former to prevent their destruc- 
tion by birds of prey. This peculiarity of covering up the eggs 
seems to be common to all the geese and ducks of the Falkland 
islands. 

The Upland Goose lays generally in the first week in October. 
Sometimes I have found seven, sometimes eight eggs in a nest, 
the latter number being, I think, the maximum. The young 
birds nearly acquire their adult plumage the first year, and are 
only distinguishable by the mottled colour of their feet and 
their plumage being less bright. In the second year the young 
birds moult their wing-feathers, and are then found together in 
large flocks near the sea-coast, where, on being disturbed, they 
immediately run down to the salt water, being unable to fly in 
this condition. 


30. CHLOEPHAGA RUBIDICEPS, Sclater. (Brent Goose.) 

This bird, which is called in Kast Falkland the “ Brent Goose,” 
is not so common as the other varicties, except in some places in 
the North Camp, where I have seen very large numbers, pro- 
bably a hundred, but always in pairs. The male is easily di- 
stinguished from the female by his larger size. The usual nest- 
ing-place of this bird is among: dry bushes,—the male bird, while 
the female is sitting, usually being found on the edge of the 
nearest water (generally salt), which, however, is frequently not 
in sight of the nest. The eggs are generally five (sometimes, 
but rarely, six) in number. The young birds of the first year 
assimilate in plumage to the adults, except that the speculum of 
the wing is of a dull black instead of a glossy green. The time 
of laying of this Goose is the first week in October. 
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31. CHLOEPHAGA POLIOCEPHALA, G. R. Gray. 

This can hardly be called a Falkland-Island bird, although 
Mr. Gould has included it in his list given in the ‘ Proceedings 
of the Zoological Society *.” During the three years I have 
been in East Falkland I have never seen but three, and these 
were met with singly, at different times, amongst flocks of the 
Upland Goose (C. magellanica). Probably these birds were 
stragelers from the coast of Patagonia, where the species is said 
to be very common. ` 


52. Bernicia anrarctica (Gm.). (Kelp Goose.) 

A very common bird along the coast. Its breeding-time is 
the same as that of the Upland Goose, and, as the nest is placed 
a few yards from the shore and quite exposed, I have frequently 
seen the female sitting from a distance. The male bird is gene- 
rally also stationed very close by, as is the case with the Upland 
Goose. The interior of the nest of this bird is covered with 
down, taken from the female only, as I have ascertained by 
the colour. The eggs are generally six or seven in number, 
and are carefully covered over with down when the bird is away 
at feed. 

33. CYGNUS NIGRICOLLIS (Gm.). (Black-necked Swan.) 

This Swan is found all the year round in Hast Falkland, but 
is rather scarce and very wild. In 1859 a number appeared 
in the River Murrel, and most of them moulted there. A pair 
of them which were caught did not survive long in captivity. 
The Black-necked Swan seems to breed principally on the ad- 
jacent islands, as I have never heard of more than one nest 
being found on the mainland. This was on the edge of a pond 
at Mare Harbour. 


34. Cyanus cosconoBa (Mol.). (White Swan.) 

Mare Harbour is the only part of Hast Falkland where I have 
even seen or heard of this bird. At this spot there is generally 
a flock of eight or ten to be found. I have never seen the nest ; 
but on the Ist of May, 1860, three young ones about a month 
old were observed, which, no doubt, had been bred on some of 
the adjacent islands. 


* Proc. Zool. Soc. 1859, p. 96. 
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35. Marca cHILOENSIS (King). (Wigeon.) 

This is one of the wildest and scarcest birds in East Falkland. 
I have never found its nest; but it must breed late in the 
season, for young ones were seen in a pond near Port Louis in 
January. On being disturbed, the mother took them to the 
salt water, and the next day they had disappeared. On the 7th 
of April, I shot some Wigeons on the north shore with imperfect 
wing-feathers: were these young birds, or were they moulting ? 


36. PaciLoNetTa BAHAMENSIs (Linn.). 
A strageler from the mainland, of which one specimen has 


been obtained by Capt. Pack. 


37. Darra uropHastanus (Vig.)? (Pintail.) 

The Pintail Duck occurs rather sparingly in the interior of 
the island on the freshwater ponds, where it is resident all the 
year round. This Duck never utters any sound or note, either 
when rising or flying in the air—a singular exception to the 
general custom of the Duck-tribe. 


38. Anas cristata (Gm.). (Grey Duck.) 

This Duck is very common everywhere, and although some- 
times scen in freshwater ponds, generally frequents the vicinity 
of salt water. The old birds are always found in pairs in the 
same spot ; they live upon shell-fish, and have certain boundaries 
of water along the coast, upon which they will not allow others 
of their species to encroach. They breed inland among the 
grass, and on the edges of ponds, laying five eggs in a beautifully 
made nest covered with down. The time of laying is the begin- 
ning of October, and frequently a month later. The crest on 
the back of the head of the male is larger than that of the 
female, but their plumage is otherwise similar. 


39. QUERQUEDULA cREccoIDES. (Teal.) 

This Teal is more plentiful in the interior than in the neigh- 
bourhood of civilization. It is found in large flocks in some of 
the freshwater streams. I have taken the nest of this bird as 
early as the 18th of September, and I have been told that they 
lay in August. The nest is more difficult to find than that of 
any other bird that I know of. It is placed in the dry grass in 
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some out-of-the-way valley that no one frequents; and this is 
the more remarkable, as the birds, when found in a stream or 
pond, are very tame. The complement of eggs is five. 


40. QUERQUEDULA VERSICOLOR (Vieill.). (Pampas Duck.) 

- This bird is not common in Kast Falkland, occurring in but 
few places, but where found is generally seen in numbers. I 
have never been successful in finding a nest of this Duck, though 
I have had the young birds brought to me, and have no doubt 
that it breeds in the island. 


4l. (JUERQUEDULA CYANOPTERA (Vieill.). (Red Teal.) 

I am quite sure that a person might go out in East Falkland 
for a mouth, and not shoot—and even, perhaps, not see—a Red 
Teal, though at Mare Harbour I once, with a Gaucho, killed 
seven in one day. The bird is generally very wild, and far 
from common. I have never found its nest, but I have no doubt 
it breeds in the island, having seen it in pairs in the summer 
months. 


42, MICROPTERUS CINEREUS (Gm.). (Loggerhead Duck.) 

This Duck, which is called the ‘ Loggerhead’ in the Falkland 
Islands, frequents the salt water. The harbour of Stanley is full 
of them, as well as every other part of the coast. Like the Grey 
Duck, each pair has a certain district, where they take up their 
quarters, diving for shell-fish and whatever the tide throws up, 
and driving away any other of their species that may come 
within their bounds. Looking for the Logeerhead’s eggs, which 
are esteemed a great delicacy, is a great amusement to all the 
boys in Stanley. The way they are found is this :—wherever a 
male bird is seen by himself on the water during the breeding- 
season, the female will be found sitting somewhere in a line per- 
pendicular to the shore opposite to him, and generally not very 
far off. My dog once found seven nests, all with the bird on, 
in a small grass valley a short way from the beach at Mare 
Harbour, pointing to’them as steadily as he would to a Snipe. 
On being disturbed, it is quite amusing to see the old bird 
fluttering away towards the water ; for it is quite unable to fly. 

This Duck lays from the end of September to the end of 
November, making its nest either in the long grass or bush of 
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some kind. Seven is the usual number of eggs, though sometimes 
eight and nine are found. When the bird leaves the nest, she 
covers it up in the same manner with grass or down (according 
to whether she has finished laying or not) as I have stated is 
the case with the Upland Goose. 


43. MICROPTERUS PATACHONICUS, King. (Flying Logger- 
head.) 

The Flying Loggerhead is not uncommon in the Falkland 
Islands. It breeds in the same places as the Common Logger- 
head, but rather frequents the freshwater ponds near the sea, and 
is a difficult bird to approach from its warmess. I never shot 
but one example of it; and this I had not an opportunity of 
comparing with the non-flying species. I observed, however, 
that it was a much smaller and lighter bird, and that the wings 
were more developed, although still small for the size of the 
body. I have seen the Flying Loggerhead take long flights. I 
once found a nest of this Duck with seven eggs init. They 
were hard set. The bird flew out of the nest on my approach, 
high up in the air. The eggs were of the same size and colour 
as those of the common species. 


44, PODICEPS CALIPAREUS, Less. (White Grebe.) 

This Grebe is found only in the interior of East-Falkland 
Island, on the small inland ponds. It never flies on being shot 
at; and I have never seen it on the wing, though it must take 
long flights, as I have seen seven or eight of them in a pond 
one day, and next day they had all disappeared. I know 
nothing of their breeding, not having found a nest. I have, 
however, shot the young birds in their immature plumage. 


45. PODICEPS ROLLANDI, Q. et G. (Black-crested Grebe.) 

This Grebe is rather common, being found in both fresh and 
salt water, though more frequent on the freshwater streams. I 
have often hunted for their nests, but have never been successful 
in finding one. At Port Louis, in January 1859, I found a pair 
of Grebes in Fish Creek, and, wanting specimens, I fired at one, 
which I only succeeded in wounding. It went on to some stones, 
and on my approach took to the water. As it did so, two small 
dark objects fell from its back into the water and floated ashore. I 
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found them to be young ones, both of which had been killed by 
my first shot. I had not observed them previously, or I certainly 
should not have fired. 


46. Popicrrs i 
I obtained, and sent to England, two specimens of a larger 
species of Grebe than either of the two former, in 1859. They 


were shot, I believe, near Fitzroy River, in Kast-Falkland Island. 


47. APTENODYTES PENNANTII, Gray. (King Penguin.) 

The King Penguin is an occasional visitor to the Falkland 
Islands, its true habitat being further south. I have never 
known it breed there ; but specimens of it are frequently met with 
amongst the flocks of the Gentoo Penguin (Pygosceles wagleri), 
with which it always seems to associate. 


48, SPHENISCUS MAGELLANICUS (Forst.). (Jackass Penguin.) 

I have already described the habits of this bird, which is a 
constant resident in East Falkland, under the name Aptenodytes w 
demersa (see ‘ Ibis,’ 1860, p. 336). 


49. PycoscELES WAGLERI, Sclater. (Gentoo Penguin.) 
I have also spoken of this Penguin in last year’s ‘Ibis’ (1860, 
p. 337), as Eudyptes papua. 


50. EupyrrTes cuRYsoLornuUs, Brandt. (Maccaroni Penguin.) ,~ 

This Penguin, which I likewise mentioned in my previous 
communication to ‘The Ibis,’ is always found in the rookeries of 
the Rock-hopper (Eudyptes nigrivestis), but is by no means 
common. 


51. Kupyrres prapremarvs, Gould, P. Z.S. 1860, p. 419. 

This new species of Penguin, which has been named by Mr. 
Gould Eudyptes diadematus, I singled out of a flock of Rock- 
hoppers in the beginning of September 1858, at Eagle Point 
Rookery. This was the only specimen I ever found of the kind. 

Capt. Smyley, an old resident in the Falklands, told me it was 
common in New Georgia, and called by the sailors the ‘ Tufted 
Penguin.’ It has the largest crest of all the Penguins I have seen. 


52. Kupypres nicrivestis, Gould, P.Z.S. 1860, p. 418. ,~ 
(Rock-hopper.) 
In the sccond volume of ‘The Ibis’ for 1860, p. 337, I 
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described the habits of this Penguin under the name Aptenodytes 
chrysocome. It now appears, however, that the Rock-hopper of 
the Falklands is a new species, which has been named by Mr. 
Gould, from specimens sent home by me, Eudyptes nigrivestis. 


03. Hupypres cHRYsocoME (Forst.). 

I obtained a single Penguin (which Mr. Gould recognizes as 
being the true Æ. chrysocome) out of the Rock-hopper rookery in 
the North Camp in December 1859. It was the only example 
I ever met with of this variety. 


54. Kupypres antarcticus (Forst.). 

A specimen of a Penguin, which appears to be Eudyptes 
antarcticus, was brought to me one day, having been found in a 
bay by itself. It was evidently a stranger. On showing this 
bird also to Capt. Smyley, he informed me that it was a com- 
mon species on the islands further south, viz. Staten Land and 
New Georgia. The example in question is now in Mr. Gould’s 
collection. | 


55. PELECANOIDES BERARDI (Q. et G.). 

This bird is not common, the only place I have seen it being 
Berkeley Sound. It is said to breed there, in holes along the 
shores of the adjacent islands. 


56. THALASSIDROMA NEREIS (Q. et G.). 
I picked up a Petrel (dead) in March 1858, which proved to be 
of this species. 


57. THALASSIDROMA ? 

A nearly black species of Petrel, much resembling the 
Common Storm-Petrel (Thalassidroma wilsoni), also occurs in 
the Falkland Islands, and, I believe, breeds there. It is said to 
be always found on Long Island, in Berkeley Sound, and I have 
likewise seen several specimens picked up dead on the shores of 


East Falkland. 


58. PRocELLARIA GIGANTEA. (Stinkard.) 

This large Petrel is common along the shores of East Falkland, 
being generally seen on the wing, though I have occasionally 
observed them settled on the water. It breeds on many of the 
adjacent islets, and I have had many of their eggs brought to me. 
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59, DIOMEDEA MELANOPHRYS, Temm.: Gould, B. Austr. vii- 
pl. 43. (Molly-mawk.) 

This Albatros is very seldom seen in East Falkland, but 
breeds in large numbers in the adjacent islands. The nests are 
described as being raised of mud to nearly a foot high from the 
ground, and are placed together in large communities. The eggs 
are two in number, and the birds very difficult to disturb from 
their nests, suffering the eggs, which are collected in large 
numbers and brought to Stanley for sale, to be almost taken 
from under them before moving. The eggs have been described 
by Mr. Gould from my specimens*. 


60. Lestris antarctica (Less.). (Skua Gull.) 

This Skua is a summer visitant, breeding in the begimning of 
December in communities, which are generally stationed near a 
Penguin rookery. They are always flying backwards and 
forwards, on the look-out to seize the Penguins’ eggs. They 
make a kind of rude nest of a few sticks, and lay three eggs. 
In robbing these birds’-nests I always held a stick over my head, 
for they pounce upon one from so many directions at once, that 
it is necessary to guard one’s eyes. The young birds are covered 
with a down of a yellowish colour. 


61. Larus pominicanus. (Saddle-backed Gull.) 

This Gull is a common resident, though I am inclined to 
think that many of them leave in the winter. In the beginning 
of December they commence breeding in large flocks, laying two 
eggs near the beach, or on a smail island, without much attempt at 
anest. The plumage of the young bird is grey, and continues 
so until the second year. In September these birds appear in 
large numbers, many of them immature. During the winter I 
have observed few, and these all old birds. 


62. Larus scoressi, Trail. (Red-billed Gull.) 

This Gull breeds in December, frequently laying its two eggs 
in the communities of Larus dominicanus, but it has also separate 
breeding-places. The egg is exactly like that of Larus domini- 
canus, only smaller. The young birds have a dark hood, which 


* Proc. Zool. Soc. 1859, p. 98. 
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led me at one time to think that they belonged to different 
species. 

, .,, 93. Larus Rosniventris (Gould). (Pink-breasted Gull.) 

Lew f2 3/2- This Gull is migratory, arriving in Kast-Falkland Harbour 

| about July 25th, almost to a day, though occasional stragglers 
occur all the year round. It breeds in the beginning of December 
in separate communities on a point of the coast or adjacent 
island. The nests are placed very thickly together, and each 
contains two, or sometimes three eggs. 

I was once inclined to think the white- headed bird in the 
plumage originally described by Mr. Gould as Gavia roseiventris 
was of a different species, but I have now altered my opinion, 
and consider it to be merely the young of the Pink-breasted 
Gull in the first year’s plumage. 

On the 24th of May I shot a Pink-breasted Gull, with a white 
head clouded with dusky, at Port Louis. The plumage of this 
bird was very perfect. On the 7th of July, however, I shot one 
of the same species; the body plumage was perfect, but the head 
feathers were in a state of transition from white to black. Most 
of the black feathers being in the quill, and the specimen being 
imperfect, I did not preserve it. 


64. STERNA CASSINII, Sclater. (Tern.) 

The Tern arrives in Hast Falkland at the end of July, very 
shortly after the Pink-breasted Gull. It breeds in communities 
on the sea-beach, but also occasionally inland, in pairs, laying two 
(sometimes three) eggs in each nest. It disappears about the end 


of March. 


65. PHALACROcORAX CARUNCULATUS (Gm.). (King-Shag.) 

_ This Shag is common along the coast of the Falkland Islands 
all the year round. It breeds in the rookeries of the Rock- 
hopper Penguin (Eudyptes nigrivestis), as I have already men- 
/ tioned in this Journal (Ibis, 1860, p. 338). The Cormorants’ 
nests are not placed together, but here and there, all over the 
rookery, amongst the Penguins’. They are composed of sea-weed 

and mud, and are raised about 4 or 5 inches from the ground. 

The eggs are three in number, of a dirty white, with a strong tinge 

of green inside, and are deposited in the middle of November, 
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a few days after the Rock-hoppers’, The young Shags attain 
their plumage about the same time as the young Rock-hoppers, 
that is, about the beginning of April. Then they all leave the 
breeding-ground, and the rookery is deserted until the next 
season. 


66. PHALACROCORAX MAGELLANICUS (Gm.). (Common Shag.) 

This Shag is very common along the coasts of the Falklands 
all the year round. It breeds on the cliffs in communities, 
making its nests, of mud and sea-weed, on the ledges of the rocks, 
and laying three eggs, which do not differ from those of the 
King-Shag in appearance. 

It appears to me probable that the thick limy coating which 
covers the eggs of this group of birds is given them in order to 
strengthen the shell. Shags, when disturbed from their nests, 
frequently, even with this additional protection, break their eggs 
with their feet, as I have myself witnessed on more occasions 
than one. 

The young of the Common Shag of the first year are uniform 
dark, nearly black in colouring; whereas the young of the King- 
Shag attain their adult plumage the first year, before leaving the 
Penguins’ rookeries. 


XVI.—Narrative of an Excursion to the Mountains of the Rich- 
mond River, New South Wales, in quest of Prince Alberts 
Iyre-bird. By Auaustus A. Leycester*, 


In order to ascertain the habits and economy of Menura alberti 
more correctly than I had hitherto done, towards the end of the 
month of April 1859, I made preparations for a shooting-cam- 
paign in the brushy mountains of the Richmond River. I first 
installed into my service two of my old favourite aborigines, Billy 
and Davy. The former was quite a young man, and had not 
yet taken to himself a wife; the latter was about thirty years of 
age, and, being of noble family, indulged in the right of two 
wives, one of whom had two children, and the other none. We 


* Communicated to the Editor by John Gould, Esq., F.R.S., for insertion 
in ‘ The Ibis.’ 


